Board Member Anthony Anyia

! In the small farming community where I spent
= my childhood, most families engaged in mixed
~ farming, crops and livestock. My father grew

g rice and raised poultry.

There was no electricity then, so our radio was
how we got most of our information. For my
father, listening to the radio meant learning
about the latest government farming programs,
new kinds of farm equipment and best practices
for everything from fertilizers and seeds to irrigation and sources of

energy. The radio brought the outside world to our door, allowing him to
make informed choices for the next day, month and year. Radio helped his
farm thrive.

My father’s rice fields paid, in part, for my education. I went away to school
and came home on breaks to help out on the farm. Eventually, I had the
opportunity to study in Europe and earn my PhD in agriculture. My studies
focused on field crops and water efficiency.

When I came to Canada in 2002, it was one of the driest years on record. I
was lucky to get a job at the Alberta Research Council (now Alberta
Innovates), working on cultivating drought-resistant crops.

Before long, I married and began to raise a family. My children grew up in
Canada and learned to take information channels like the Internet and TV for
granted. It's not surprising they have a hard time understanding just how
central the radio was to my family growing up in Nigeria.

And yet, in many parts of Africa, things have not changed much since my
childhood. Rural families still use the radio as their main source of
information and entertainment.

FRI's work is crucial for small-scale farmers like my father. It addresses their
needs through programming that mixes entertainment with content about
best farming practices adapted for the local environment. And FRI partners
with local radio stations and offers training to improve the quality of their
programming.

Knowing the power of radio, I've been grateful to the supporters of Farm
Radio International ever since joining the board in 2006.

I feel a special responsibility to our donors. On the board, we all work
together to make sure that checks and balances are in place to keep close
tabs on where and how money is spent.

I've worked with a lot of NGOs over the years, and I've never seen
an operation as lean and efficient as Farm Radio International.

As my seven years as a board member come to a close, I'd like to thank all
Farm Radio International donors for your support and to assure you that we
are making the most out of every dollar we receive.

Sincerely,

Anthony

Supporting N
broadcasters in
developing
countries

to strengthen
small-scale
farming and rural
communities.

Contact us at:

Farm Radio International
1404 Scott Street

Ottawa, Ontario, K1Y 4M8
Tel: 613-761-3650

Fax: 613-798-0990

Toll free: 1-888-773-7717
Email: info@farmradio.org
www.farmradio.org

Donate onl i
www. far mr ad

Tax receipts issued for all donations
over $10.

Design: Anne Girard
Contributors: Katherine  Walraven, Mark Leclair
Brenda Jackson and Lisa Weighton

Charitable Registration Number
(BN) 11888 4808 RR0001

Help us rename
Network News!
In 2008, the Developing
Countries Farm Radio
Network became Farm
Radio International. Since
“Network” is no longer in
our name, we think it is
time to rename Network
News. Do you have any
ideas for a new title?
Contact us at
info@farmradio.org

or 1-888-773-7717
with your suggestions!
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Tuning in to what women want:
FRI launchesHER FARM RADIO

Women farmers are the backbone of
agriculture in Africa. They are involved in
every stage of food production, from sowing
and weeding to harvesting and selling crops.

HER FARM,
HER FARM RADIO
EXPERIENCE

When women have access to extension
services, they are better able to contribute
to the food security of their families and
communities. Yet a recent study by the UN
Food and Agriculture Organization found that
only five per cent of farmers who use
agricultural extension services are women.

As with all farmers, the best way to reach women farmers is through radio.

“To serve women farmers, we need to listen and respond to their unique needs,” says Karen Hampson of
FRI's Tanzania office. "This means featuring topics that interest them, broadcasting at times that are
convenient for them and including their voices in our programs.”

We launched Her Farm Radio to showcase FRI projects that place a particular focus on the voice and needs
of women farmers. While all FRI initiatives are designed to be accessible and relevant to both men and
women farmers, we recognize that women’s unique role in society must be met with programming that
enables them to access, share and use the information they need to be successful.

Want to know more about Her Farm Radio  ? Visit www.farmradio.org/projects and look for the
Her Farm Radio icon.

African First Ladies Summit puts women first

FRI staff member Japhet Emmanuel
with Salma Kikwete, first lady of
Tanzania \ AN S A WAV A |

Farm Radio International showcased the role that radio can
play in meeting the needs of women farmers at the African
First Ladies Summit in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, this July.
Bringing together first ladies from across Africa, as well as
Michelle Obama and Laura Bush of the USA and Cherie Blair
of the UK, the summit focused on “Investing in Women:
Strengthening Africa.”

The event marked the official launch of Her Farm Radio,
which was received with great interest by many of the
African first ladies in attendance.
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News from the field

FARMQU EST One of the cornerstones of FarmQuest is

Rockefeller Foundation
INNOVATION CHALLENGE WINNER 2012«

Introducing Mali’s “"Best new farmer” hopefuls

In the last edition of Network News , we shared with
you how sustainable farming is becoming a reality for
youth in Mali through FarmQuest, our innovative new
reality radio program. Now, production is well
underway. The first episode of the series, chronicling
each individual’s hopes and challenges in building a
new business, is complete. Read on for a project
update and to “"meet” each of the six young farmers.

“ Candidate: Kafune Mariko
Gender: Female

_ Age: 20

, ~ Village: Tingole Banankabougou

+,, Activity: Raising goats for milk

and cheese production

Candidate: Fanto Samake
Gender: Male

~ Age: 18

_ Village: Tingole Banankabougou
Activity: Raising cattle

Candidate: Hawa Doumbia
Gender: Female

Age: 27

Village: Dien

Activity: Groundnut (peanut)
farming

ensuring that all candidates receive support
and mentorship throughout their journey, so
that they gain the skills needed to continue
their farming business after the series is over.
All contestants have been matched with a local
mentor to benefit from extensive farming
experience. They have each received a loan of
$500 to jump-start their new farming business
and have been connected with relevant
suppliers to access essentials like seeds,
timber and livestock. The contestants are
currently writing business plans to pay back
their loans and are well on their way to seeing
their dream farm become reality.

More about Kafune: Kafune always wanted to
raise goats or sheep, but she didn’t have the
experience or animals of her own. Since FarmQuest,
the mother of two has received a male and a female
goat to start production. She learned that goats
breed every seven months and often have two kids
at a time. If she buys another couple of females,
she could easily have 10 goats within a year.

More about Fanto: Fanto is an articulate young
man. He has attended high school, speaks French
and is highly motivated about raising livestock for
milk production. Fanto already helps his mentor,
Bougou Coulibaly, in his field. Fanto’s mother has
given him a cow to start his own herd.

More about Hawa: Hawa is a mother of four from
a village on the outskirts of Bamako, Mali’s capital.
She wanted to grow groundnuts, but didn't have
the oxen and plough she needed. As a FarmQuest
participant, Hawa has access to credit so that she
can buy an ox and plough. Her village chief was so
excited about FarmQuest that he granted Hawa
more than two acres of land to start her farm.
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“I love Farm Radio and believe this is a model NGO. I was giving a talk on
oral history at a seminar at Concordia University and two participants were
visiting from Uganda. They knew the radio producer back in Uganda who had
won a Farm Radio prize and were thrilled that I had connections with the
organization. They told me how much it meant to their friend and what it
means for their community.
past few years, as I've followed the progress of Farm Radio, I've been very
impressed. Farm Radio International is an NGO that I find responsible and
flexible, and the difference it makes is clear and smart."

rocks! o

In short: Farm Radio rocks! Seriously, over the

David Gutnick, Host of CBC's In The Field

David Gutnick is an award-winning radio documentary producer who has served as a mentor and trainer in various FRI
broadcaster training programs. His radio documentary, “Better journalists make for better farmers,” featuring his work
with FRI in Mali, aired on CBC Radio’s Dispatches in 2009. He is currently a volunteer adviser for FarmQuest.
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Candidate: Diakaridia Fomba
Gender: Male

Age: 35

Village: Dien

Activity: Poultry farming

Candidate: Mamadou Diarra
Gender: Male

Age: 26

Village: Ballan

Activity: Maize farming

Candidate: Salimata Traore
Gender: Female

Age: 32

Village: Wakoro

Activity: Market gardening
(growing a range of vegetables)

t he

The goal of this competition is to identify innovations that are successful in the developing world and emerging markets, and apply them to the
Canadian healthcare system. If successful, our proposed project, "Malawi — Nunavut: Radio and ICTs for Youth Mental Health in Canada,” would
bring Malawian radio and ICT experts to Nunavut to develop a strategy for using radio 2.0 to address the growing problem of youth depression in
the Canadian North. Stay tuned and share your comments at innovatexchange.ca/reverse/finalists.

More about Diakaridia: Diakaridia is the oldest of
the six participants, but he’s still struggling to put
down roots. He spent several years doing odd jobs in
the city, but came to the conclusion that the best
way to get ahead was to return home and do what
he knows best — raise poultry. FarmQuest will allow
him to build a modern chicken coop and expand his
business.

More about Mamadou: Mamadou is a bachelor and
has just returned to the region of Ballan. His local
advisor is Mamoutou Diarra, an experienced maize
farmer who has been teaching Mamadou about
various aspects of planting, including that the best
time to sow corn is after the rainy season is fully
established.

More about Salimata: Salimata is a mother of four.
In the past, her father-in-law thwarted her efforts to
practice market gardening. He felt it would limit the
time she devotes to working in the family millet
fields. With help from her mentor and support from
the village women’s association through FarmQuest,
Salimata will be in a stronger position to start her
own market garden.
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