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While much of the farm 
work in Africa is done 
by women, they receive 
little extension support

S News

Farm radio charity reaches out to women producers 

BY TOM VAN DUSEN
Ontario Farmer

Bush were present at the  summit 
along with African first ladies, 
government officials, NGOs, 
and academics to discuss best 
practices for reaping sustain-
able, replicable results benefit-
ing Afr ican women and 
strengthening society in 
general.

Reached by phone at the sum-
mit site, Hampson said FRI’s 
emphasis on female farmers – 
particularly through a new proj-
ect called ‘Her Farm Radio’ – was 
very well received by the first 
ladies who pledged to endorse it 
and to contribute messages of 
support. 

Why did FRI rate such an 
important invite? It’s because of 
the organization’s African net-
work and women farmer-
focused projects now under the 
umbrella of Her Farm Radio.

Founded in 1979 by late CBC 
radio farm reporter George 
Atkins after a trip to Zambia, 
FRI is a Canadian charity work-

ing with 460 broadcasters in 38 
African countries to combat 
poverty and food insecurity 
through programs geared to 
small-scale farmers.

Atkins felt that radio shows 
telling subsistence farmers 
about commercial pesticides, 
fertilizers, tractor maintenance, 
and other expensive techniques 
were wasted on them.

FRI provides local broad-
caster resource packages such 
as training and impact program-
ming to tackle specific develop-
ment challenges. Radio is the 
most accessible means of com-

munication for rural residents in 
most African countries; 75 per 
cent of households own a 
radio.

While FRI services are gen-
erally designed to be relevant to 
men and women, the organiza-
tion recognizes the unique role 
of women in African society 
must be met with programming 
enabling them to share and 
interact with advice they need 
to increase food availability for 
their families.

Women farmers, the confer-
ence reiterated, form the back-
bone of African agriculture, 
involved in every stage of food 
production, from sowing and 
weeding to harvesting and sell-
ing crops at local markets.

Yet a recent study by the UN’s 
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation found that only five per 
cent of farmers who use agricul-
tural extension services world-
wide are women. In Tanzania, 
about 55 per cent of agricultural 

work is carried out by women, 
but only about 15 per cent of 
extension workers are female. 
This can deter women from get-
ting the information they need.

“All Her Farm Radio projects 
offer topics of interest to women 
farmers, broadcasts when 
women are able to tune in, fea-
turing women’s voices,” said 
Brenda Jackson, FRI public 
engagement officer.

Some examples include: ‘My 
Children’ being aired in six 
languages over 10 Ugandan 
radio stations educating listen-
ers about the nutritional value 
of the orange-fleshed sweet 
potato; ‘Farm Quest’ encour-
aging Malian youth, especially 
young women, to consider agri-
culture as their livelihood; and 
a project providing tools and 
training to northern Ghana 
farmers, primarily women, to 
help them adapt to the increas-
ingly severe effects of climate 
change.

Ottawa – When the African 
First Ladies Summit came 

together in Dar es Salaam, 
 Tanzania, in early July, Ottawa-
based Farm Radio International 
was one of only four organiza-
tions featured.

The theme of the conference 
was ‘Investing in Women: 
Strengthening Africa.’ That 
sums up a large part of the FRI 
mandate.

“To serve women farmers, we 
need to respond to their unique 
needs,” said Karen Hampson, 
senior program officer at the 
FRI office in Tanzania. “Radio 
programs must be designed 
with them in mind.”

Michelle Obama and Laura 

 “To serve women 
farmers, we need to 

respond to their 
unique needs.” 

— Karen Hampson
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I - INWOOD
519-844-2871

1-888-544-2871

T - THAMESVILLE
519-692-3853

W - WYOMING
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Taarup 7664
Pro Wrap, square bale

wrapper

$49,900

Challenger 65D
235 hp, 5177 hrs, New
Tracks/Undercarriage

$69,000

Massey Ferguson 9250
35• Draper Head

$49,995

New Holland 783
Just In!! Call Wyoming

$CALL

Case Farmall 40
729 hrs, cab, A/C

$25,900

Hesston 4910
4x4, Accumulator

$49,900

Case RBX461
4x6, Mesh, Good Cond

$14,500

Case IH RS551
5x5 Baler, Wide Pickup

$9,950

New HollandT9020
640/46 Michelin Tires,
3800 hrs, Deluxe Cab

$155,000

Fendt 926
Front Hitch,TMS,

6800 hrs, Kuhn 802F
Disc Mower 30•

$CALL

Massey Ferguson 8570
5600 hrs, 4wd,

$29,995

Gleaner R50
2400 hrs, 500 Flex Flex

Head Package

$39,500

Challenger 670
4WD, extended

auger
$Coming

Gleaner R52
Just In Call Inwood

$Call

Case IH 2366
3700 hrs, 4wd, Heads

available, Tracker

$79,500

Case IH 1680
4WD, 25• Flex

$27,500

Kuhn FC353GC
Just In!! Wyoming

$22,000

John Deere 854SS
2011, Cutter,

With Net Wrap

$32,000

Massey Ferguson 8780
2wd, 25•AWS Air Reel,

Very Nice

$95,000

On your farm,14-hour
days come standard.

So our world-class cab
does too.

If the world of farming is all about
opportunity, here•s yours. For a limited time
only, this exceptional high-horsepower
tractor … featuring the world•s most
productive CVT transmission … also comes
with this exceptional offer. Just another
way we•re using global innovation to help
you farm your world.

is a worldwide brand of AGCO.©2013 ASCO Corporation, 4205 River Pkwy, Duluth, GA 30096 (877) 525-4384

CaseIH315Magnum
1500 hrs , Luxury Cab,

Trailer Brake, 4 Remotes

$189,000
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€

AD{TS2498971}


