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In Tanzania, Farmers Reap the 
Benefits of Radio 
By Sarika Bansal 

How do you share ideas - including potentially transformative ones - with people who do 
not have Internet access, are largely illiterate, and live fa r  from paved roads? 

ven in today's hyper-connected 

EWorld, most farmers in Tanzania 
- who make up 75 percent o f  the 
country's population o f  48 
m i l l i o n  - h a v e  l i m i t e d  
interaction with people outside 

their communities. Ideas, by 
extension, are slow to travel. Many 

small-scale farmers use outdated 
fanning techniques when planting and harvesting their 
land, based on knowledge passed on from their 
ancestors. They also run the risk o f  being cheated in the 
market, i f  they do not have frequently updated price 
information for crops. Too often, this means that 
small-scale farmers experience low crop yields and 
remain trapped in a vicious cycle o f  hunger and 
poverty. 
Mobile technology, long the focus o f  international 
development efforts, is not always reliable for 
spreading information across rural Tanzania. Nearly 
40 percent o f  the country's population lacks a mobile 
connection. "Network 
coverage is not so good 
for mobiles in remote 
a r e a s , "  a d m i t t e d  
C h r i s t o p h e r  C h i z a ,  
Tanzania's minister of 
a g r i c u l t u r e .  M a n y  
fanners, he said "cannot 
really play around with 
these gadgets." 

Infrastructure l imits 
sharing ideas face to 
face with farmers in 
i s o l a t e d  v i l l a g e s .  
Despite being twice the 
s ize  o f  Ca l i f o rn ia ,  
Tanzania only has a 
third o f  the Golden 
State's road network. 

Farmers in Malala village, outside Arusha. The group meets on Friday 
afternoons to listen to the Radio 5 agricultural broadcast. 
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Over 90 percent o f  rural roads are unpaved, making 
them especially difficult to traverse in bad weather. 
(Tour guides sometimes joke about the "Tanzanian 
massages" visitors receive - refening to the sensation 
o f  traveling on the country's bumpy and uneven roads.) 

In this environment, there is one communication 
technology that is being harnessed to deliver important 
agricultural knowledge: the simple radio. Nearly 90 
percent o f  rural Tanzanians have access to this 
inexpensive, centuries-old technology - and they use it 
frequently. "In the mornings, I listen to Christian 
music, and then the news," said Onesmo Sumari, a 
cucumber farmer in Njoro, a village outside Arusha. 
"And my family and I listen every evening." 
Around the world, farmers use the radio to get timely 
crop information and learn new techniques. In sub-
Saharan Africa, four times as many farmers have 
access to the radio as to cellphones. 

In this vein, radio stations across Tanzania have 
developed shows that cover a range o f  agricultural 

i s s u e s ,  f r o m  t h e  
in t r icac ies o f  cat t le 
rearing to the nutritional 
value o f  orange-flesh 
sweet  potatoes. The 
Tanzania Broadcasting 
C o r p o r a t i o n ,  t h e  
c o u n t r y ' s  p u b l i c  
broadcaster, has been 
airing shows for farmers 
since 1955. Community-
based and pr ivate ly  
owned radio stations 
h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  
p r o g r a m m i n g  m o r e  
recently. Some shows 
h a v e  e v e n  a d d e d  
interactive elements to 


